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Of the Veneration and Contempt of the Crexcy. | | 


They would requeft us to endure frill the Ruflling of their filken Caffocks;. and that we would . 
bur/? our Midriff:, rather than laugh to fee them under Sail in all their Lawn and Sarcenet, | 
thar Shrouds and Tackle. MILTON. a 


HAT Mankind are extremely apt to place Religion in being ridden by Priefts, | 

is attefted by the univerfal Voice of Hiftory ; and that being prieft-ridden, | ¢ 

is worfe than having no Religion at all, is as evident as that the entertaining « 
difhonourable Thoughts of the Divine Being, is worfe than the difbelieving his { 
Exiftence. It is therefore of th¢ greateft Importance to the Caufe of Religion, as 
well as the Happinefs of Society, to place aright that Redundance of Refpect which 
is promifcuoufly paid to the moft worthlefs, and the moft excellent of the minifterial | 


Function. ° 


To contemn the Priefthood itfelf, for the Wickednefs of thofe who difhonour it, 
is as unreafonable as to infult a good Man, becaufe his Grand Mother was a 
Strumpet. The Order is a valuable Inftitution while it is kept within due Bounds, and 
confined to inftructing inftead of riding the Laity. An indifcriminate Contempt of 
Ecclefiaftics, is, therefore, both abfurd and immoral. 


Bur if, on the Contrary, inftead of regarding them in the Light of Spiritual 
Teachers, and paying them Reverence in proportion to their Merit, we fall down to 
every black Petticoat or {weeping Cloak that comes in our Way, we are guilty of 
Idolatry ; and inftead of worfhiping Gop, run the Hazard of adoring Idols, worfe 
than any golden Calf that ever was deifyed in Pale/line. 


Wuetuer, a general indifcriminate Contempt or Veneration of the Clergy is H 
like to prove moft prejudicial to Religion, is a Queftion not eafy to decide: And 
while it remains doubtful, it muft be owned, that too great an Influence from: that 
Quarter, may be as dangerous as no Influence at all. Nay, if we argue from Experience 
it is evident, that the Clergy, even in Chriftian Countries, have done more Mifchief i : 
than Good. For this Affertion I appeal to the Teftimony of ecclefiaftical Hiftory. It . 
follows, therefore, that an inordinate Veneration for Priefts, and repofing an implicit | 
Faith in their Documents, may at leaft, be as deftructive of Religion as the moft general Ft 
Contempt. A Man of Senfe and Impartiality, will, however, preferve the golden 
Mean. As heis fenfible on the one Hand, that a Difrefpect for the Order itfelf, may | 
be attended, with the pernicious Effeét of difregarding their moft falubrious InftruGtions : 


So is he on the other Hand convinced, that a reverential Awe for every Creature 
habited 
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habited in black, and fwallowing the greateft Nonfenfe only becaufe he utters it, is to 
raife the enormous Fabrick of Prieftcraft on the Ruins of Religion. But the Bulk of 
Mankind are apt to run into the latter Extreme. The World has always paid Homage 
to one Idol or another. Priefts, Monkeys, Dogs, Onions, Crocodiles, Serpents, nor 
even Devils, have efcaped the popular Adoration. Nor is it much to be wondered at, 
that the uninlightened Pagans, fhould fo naturally flide from the Worfhip of a Monkey 
into that of a Prieft. Upon the Death of the God Apis, the Egyptians looked out for a 
Calf that moft refembied him. 


A Priest with an odd Drefs and demure Countenance, will attract the Regard of 
a whole Parifh, as a Conjurer with his Hocus Pocus, fets a Multitude agape. A 
Number of unintelligible Sounds, pronounc’d with a devout Phiz, and attended with 
violent Gefture and Diftortion of Face, aftonifhes the Ignorant, and excites the 
profoundeft Admiration of the holy Maen of GOD. 


Apove one-half of Mankind, afe ftruck with the exterior Garb. <A worthlefs 
Fellow may wear a red or ablue Coat to Eternity, without being efteemed more 
knowing or virtuous ; but let him cover his Body with black Crape of a particular Cur, 
and from a Cheat or Debaucheé, he is transform’d into an Angel. A romi/s Prieft 
equipp’d in his Canonicals, and muttering his Gibberith infpires a whole Audience with 
Reverence. And yet a well-tutor’d Ape or Baboon accouter’d in the fame Habiliments, 
would both out-mimic and out-mutter the Parfon. 


No Man on Earth has a greater Regard for the virtuous Clergy than myfelf. But am 
Ito adore a Man’s Impudence out of Complaifance to his Function. Or do I affront 
the Order, by difpifing him whofe Conduct and Manners, difgrace and vilify it? No 
greater Honour can be paid to the Priefthood, than by expofing thofe who are its 
Reproach and Blemifh, nor is there a more fuccefsful Method to propagate the 
benevolent Religion of Jesus, than to diveft it of all the Villainy and Fuftian with which 
it has been difgraced and disfigured, by defigning and ambitious Ecclefiaftics. 


Tuere is not a more lovely Character in Nature, than that of a good Clergyman. 
He is the Glory and Ornament of Society ;, and forever rever’d be his Name, who goes 
into Orders for the Reformation of Mankind ; and makes the Promotion of Religion, 
and Chriftian Morals, the Bufinefs of his Life. Scarce too much Refpect can be paid 
to fo amiable a Charaéter, and fo greatly conducive to the Felicity of Man, confidered 
either in a religious or political View. In a moral Confideration, he fmooths and 
facilitates our Journey to Heaven ; affifts our pious Refearches in the facred Writings ; 
exalts our Affections above the Grarifications of animal Nature ; enlightens our 
Underftandings, and ends his Aid to make us more than Conquerors over our fpiritual 
Adverfaries. He, at the fame Time reprefents the Deity as a confuming Fire to the 
mcorrigible Sinner, and reconcilable to a penitent World, by the Mediation of his Son; 
and unfolds the fublime and luminous Plan of the Redemption of Man. In a political 
Regard, he is inftead of twenty Magiftrates, who can only deter from Vice by the 
Punifhment of the Criminal: Whereas he, by inculcating internal Purity of Heart, 
may prevent the Neceffity of Punifhment. Accordingly fuch a Man will never have 
Reafon to complain of the Want of Refpeé&t: The World will be ready to idolize 
him. But when a little airy Coxcomb, too lazy to work, and too proud to beg, without 
Learning or Virtue, jumps into Commiffion with a Lye in his Mouth, that he is mov'é 
by the Holy Ghoft, when his higheft Aim is a fat Living, nor feels any other Motion 


than that of an empty Stomach; when fuch a one, I fay, exaéts our Obeifance whether 
we 
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we will or not, what can he expect but univerfal Contempt for his Effrontery? 
Is Mankind obliged to fall proftrate and worfhip a black Coat, tho’ it covers nothing but 
Guile and Deformity ? Or is a filly half-witted Fop, or gloomy Pedant, inftantaneoufly 
infpired with Grace and Knowledge by the Touch of a Bifhop, or the Impofition of a 
Set of Presbyters. And yet what is more common than to fee fuch a raw illiterate Prig, 
who before he was commiflioned to utter his Nonfenfe for the Word of God, would 
not have been admitted into Gentlemen’s Company, immediately on his Ordination, 
ftrut like an Emperor, or demand the Refpect due to a Minifter of State ? 


Tuese reverend Gentlemen have a very wicked Trick of confounding the Words 
. Religion and Clergy : Two Words that have no Manner of Conneétion, either in Sound 
or (for the moft Part) in Senfe. By Virtue of this odd heterogencous Jumble, a Man 
can neither examine into their Pretenfions, nor expofe their Incroachments, but he inclines 
to Infidelity, and aims obliquely at Religion, Chriftianity itfelf is pretended to be 
affected, and frequently the whole Contftitution lugg’d into the Quarrel.: But however 
glib fo ftrange a Pofition may go down in Popifh Countries, it is a very difagreeable 
Potion to a Proteftant Stomach. For my Part I always underftood that Religion exifted 


long before the Clergy ; and that the Clergy may exift without Religion, 1 would even 
venture to leave to a Convocation. 


ANoTHER Artifice of theirs is the Ufe of certain Words of a very folemn and 
pompous Sound, but of dubious and uncertain Signification. If, for Inftance, by being 
the Lord’s Ambafladors, and commiffioned from Heaven, they mean, that a Number of 
Men repofing Confidence in their Integrity and Learning, have contracted with them for 
a valuable Confideration, to deliver weekly Lectures on Religion, and perform other 
Duties ftipulated in the Agreement ; their Meaning is very juft, tho’ not exprefled in the 
propereft Manner. For I diftinguifh between the Office and the Officer ; the firft is 
divine, and intended by Chrift to be continued in his Church to the End of the World ; 
but that there is any Divinity in the Appointment and Perfon of the Officer, I abfolutely 
deny. So that, if they intend any Thing farther, every Man has a Right either to 
demand a Sight of their Commiffion, or to queftion their Honefty. Thus, again, if by 
being our fpiritual Overfeers, they underftand an Authority derived from the People, of 
laying their Senfe of Scripture before their Hearers, and fubmiting it to their Judgment 
and Examination, their Overfeerfhip is mighty plain and intelligible. But if by this 
fonorous Phrafe they intend a Right of obtruding upon them Abfurdity and Jargon, it is 
very paradoxical and myfterious. Thus alfo to a Man who takes his Religion from his 
Bible, the Words /piritual Dominion and ecclefiaftical Lordjhips, have as odd a Sound as 
the Terms, temporal Heaven and political Chriftianity. 


Ir is impoffible for a Clergyman who conduéts himfelf agreeable to his Function, as 
delivered in holy Writ, to mifs of the Reverence due to hisCharacter. But if a Prieft, 
in Defiance of all the Humility and Condefcention taught him by his divine Mafter, will 
prepofteroufly aflume an Air of Arrogance, and afpire to temporal Domination, which 
his Lord himfelf utterly difclaimed, he deferves the univerfal Contempt of all ferious and 
intelligent Beings. But, that Religion muft naturally fuffer by fuch Contempt, is much 
what as intelligible, as that the Law is endangered, and the Conftitution fhaken, by 
laying a knavifh Attorney by the Heels. 


, 


I HAvE the higheft Refpect for the Function of a Clergyman. But if he is wicked or 
impudent, how can I help defpifing him ? To challenge my Efteem on Account of his 
Drefs, when himfelf is a Dunce or a Libertine, (which two Diftinétions comprehend 
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above half of the Cloth) is defiring me to commit downright Idolatry. I cannot reverfe 
the Order of Nature,-and difcern Beauty in Deformity ; or call Difcord, Harmony, 
There is no Virtue in a twifted Rofe, nor any Grace or Sanctity in a blue Coat with 4 
black Cape. A minifterial Band is no greater Sign of a good Heart, than a fecular 
Cravat ; nor hath a black Petticoat more Learning than a fcarlet Breeches. How then 
can I worfhip fuch a meer Priapus, who, inftead of reforming the World, thews no 
Sign of Reformation in himfelf? “Fo expect our Homage without a fuitable Marit, is 
either infulting our Underftandings, or proclaiming our Bondage. 


ANOTHER Pretence of thefe Gentlemen, whenever they are furprized in a Piece of 
Iniquity, is, that they are Fleth and Blood as well as others. For my Part, I am f ' 
far from denying them their full Share of Fleth and Blood, that I know feveral of them 
who are nothing elfe. But their Inference is inconfequent. Their having fo greata 
Proportion of Fleth and Blood, may perhaps be a good Reafon for conrpaflionating their 
Frailties, but not fer infifting on the fame Refpe, with thofe who have a little reduced 
their corporeal Redundances, and can boatt fome fpiritual Graces amidft all their Carnality, 
But while they are totally corrupt, and voluptuous themi/elves, what Right have they to 
lord it over others, uader Pretence of greater Sanétity ? Pray let them fhake off their 
Subjection to Satan, before they attempt to enflave their fellow Creatures, Why hhould 
they hector and domineer over the Laity, when themfelves are in Bondage to Sin? Or 
can Mankind conceive it an Honour, to become the Servants of the Servants of the Devil? 


Tue Clergy of all Men in World, ftand the beft Chance of being refpected, 
and will never be defpifed unlefs they deferve it. In pagan Countries they have the 
making, the unmaking, the irritating, and the placating of their wooden and marble 
Divinities. In the Romith Church they are pofleffed of the Keys of Heaven, and can 
admit or exclude at Pleafure. Amongft Proteftants indeed, their Authority is not quite 
_ fo extenfive ; but even there fome of them claim the Power of Abfolution, tho’ among 
Men of Senfe, none gain any Credit, except thofe who, by turning Doctors, can bind 
and Joofe, not by an Intereft with Heaven, but by plain Aftringents and Laxatives, 
Their Empire, however, is fecured by other Methods. We imbibe a Refpect for 
them in our very Infancy. A good Grand-Mamma, will as foon forget to hear litte 
Mafter’s Prayers or Catechife, as her Injunétions that he muft make a very low Bow to 
the Parfon. We naturally conclude they muft needs be very wife and holy, who 
document a thoufand Hearers at a Time, without being contradicted by one, for furely 
the Teacher muft be more knowing than the Pupil. Nor do thefe our infantile 
Prejudices always wear off with our riper Years. They often become ftrengthened ty 
Habit, and continue to warp the Judgment to the End of our Lives. 








New-Yorx : Printed by J. Parker, at the New Printing-Offce in Beaver. Street, 
by whom Letters to the Author are carefully delivered. 














